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More than 2000 years have passed 
since Christ died and less than 
one-third of the world is 
Christian. Why? 


] t was the Resurrection of 
Jesus, not His birth, miracles 
or death, that clinched the faith of 
His disciples and, together with 
the strength of the Holy Spirit, 
which He promised them, sent them 
forth as zealots to teach and 
baptize ‘‘all nations.’’ 


Still, nearly two millenia later, 
the gospels of Christ have reached 
fewer than one-third of the peoples 
of “all nations,’’ and, apparently, 
are having lessening impact on the 
millions who ostensibly have ac- 
cepted the cleansing waters of 
baptism. 

Christians in Minority 

Christian man may well ask him- 
self why the followers of Christ 


TODAY 


By HAROLD SCHACHERN 
Religious Editor, 
The Detroit News 


are still a perplexed minority in 
the world, and why religion con- 
sists of a short Sunday detour from 
a daily life which has little rela 
tion to the Christian message. The 
cold figures are not reassuring. 


There are approximately 2,837- 
000,000 people in the world today, 
of whom 920,000,000 are Chris- 
tians, or 32.4 per cent. These 
break down into 510,000,000 Roman 
Catholics, or 18 per cent; 230,- 
000,000, or 8.1 per cent, bear the 
broad label of Protestant, while 
180,000,000, or 6.3 per cent, be 
long to the Orthodox churches of 
the Easter Rite. 

Separated from Christianity ar 
1,917,000,000 persons, or 67.6 per 
cent of the population of the world 


Among them are an estimated 
422,000,000 Moslems; Hindus 
number some 326,000,000; Bud 
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hists 150,000,000 and 121,000,- 
000 persons belong to primitive 
cults. 

Jewish figures are not readily 
available, but there are an esti- 
mated 12,000,000 Jewish persons 
in the world. But a great many are 
not believers in any form of 
Orthodox, Conservative or Reformed 
faith. 

In addition, those who belong to 
obscure religions or have no re- 
ligion at all, still number in the 
hundreds of millions. 

It should be noted that aside 
fom Christianity, only Islam and 
Buddhism proselyte or seek new 
members through missionary en- 
deavor, although there have been 
recent reports of such Hindu 
activity in India. 

Strangely enough, only Islam and 
Buddhism recognize Christ—re- 
garding Him as a major prophet of 
truth, but not the final or prevailing 
purveyor of the word of God. 
















































Active Missionary Work 





Unlike the others, Hinduism is 
nt a “‘revealed’’ religion in that 
it did not gain its original impetus 
from a prophet. Rather, it seems 
to have grown out of the mystic 























be | Culture of India and appears in 
sof | tytiad forms throughout that 
nation. 








That Christianity has not been 








TF able to make spectacular gains 
| is puzzling to many Christians, for 
0 





the efforts have been and continue 
to be impressive. 

The directory of North American 
Protestant Foreign Missionary 





















JUNE, 1961 





Agencies reported for 1960 that 
“Protestant churches throughout 
the world are sending 42,250 mis- 
sionaries to lands other than their 
own.”’ 

Of this number, the directory 
reports, 27,219 or 64.4 per cent go 
from the United States and Canada. 
These missioners are serving in 
146 countries and territories. The 
Canadians number 829. 

The income received by their 


supporting societies reached a 
‘*total of almost $170,000,000 
in 1959, including $163,680,- 


436 contributed in 
States, donated for 
Christian enterprise. ’’ 

Although the Catholic Church 
sends approximately four times as 
many missionaries into foreign 
climes as do Protestant denomina- 
tions (42,250 against 170,000- 
plus), American Catholics do not 
stand up so well by comparison to 
their Protestant neighbors. 
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The 1960 catalog of United 
States Catholic Overseas Mission. 
ary Personnel shows there are noy 
6,782 persons serving as United 
States Catholic missionaries over. 
seas, compared to 26,390 Protes. 
tants 

Most in Latin America 

The figure includes 3,02 
priests, 2, 827 sisters, 575 brothers, 
170 scholastics (Jesuit semina 
rians) and 178 lay persons. The 
largest group of missioners is in 
Latin America, 2,405, with heay 
concentrations in Puerto Rico, 
Brazil, Bolivia, Peru and Jamaica 

South America also reports the 
greatest increase in U.S. Catholic 
missioners, 278, over the previous 
catalog issued two years ag, 
while Africa with a gain of 164 
since 1958, runs second in the 
increase. 

The African total of 781, how 
ever, was only a third of that of 
South America. Tanganyika was the 
area of heaviest concentration with 
213 missioners. 

Comparative statistics for all 
areas where U.S. Catholic mis 
Sioners are serving were: 

Africa, 781; Asia, 2,070 
Oceania, 986; Europe, 203; North 
America (Canada, Alaska), 37; 
Central America, 433; West Indies, 
901, and South America, 981. 

In spite of the concentration o 
Catholic missionaries in Latit 
America, and in spite of the gener 
al consensus that these are pi 
dominantly Catholic nations, ™ 
section of the earth is of greater 
concem to the Church of Rome. 
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The Church, with the advance- 
ment of Communism, became even 
more alarmed at the fact that many 
of the 173,000,000-odd Latin 
American Catholics had little 
knowledge of or experience with 
their religion. 

Shortage of Priests 

This was expressed in a recent 
address by Fr. Ronan Hoffman, 
OFM-Conv., mission study special- 
ist of the Catholic University, in 
which he said Latin America needs 
a redoubling of apostolic and 
pastoral efforts. 

“The shortage of priests remains 
the most pressing spiritual prob 
lem,”” he said. ‘With 34 per cent 
of the total number of Catholics in 
the world, Latin America has only 
9.5 per cent of the priests of the 
world.’’ 


He reported also that more young 
men are studying for the Protes- 
tant ministry in Latin America than 
there are candidates for the di- 
ocesan priesthood there. 

In a move similar to President 
Kennedy’s Peace Corps proposal, 
the American Catholic bishops are 
seeking to recruit laymen with a 
knowledge of their faith and teach- 
fing and technical skills for vol- 
unteer duty as lay apostles in 
Latin American states. 

Terming Brazil ‘‘the fastest- 
gowing evangelical community in 
the world,’”’ Christianity Today 
said that Protestant denominations 


Ireland, Poland, Spain, 


of Latin America, including Mexico, 
now are crowding the 7,000,000 
mark, the magazine said. It esti- 
mates Protestant missionaries 
there at 7,597, compared to 2,600 
of the Roman Catholic faith. 


Five Centuries in Africa 

Those who regard Africa as a 
predominantly pagan land discount 
the fact that it has been a target 
for missionary work for slightly 
more than five centuries. 

According to the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Thomas A. Jobs, Detroit archdi- 
ocesan director of the Office for 
the Propagation of the Faith, 
there are now 23,419,000 Catholics 
alone in Africa, or 10 per cent of 
the population. 

The Congo, for instance, at the 
time of independence last year, 
numbered 4,865,813 Catholics out 
of a total population of 13,559,000 
or slightly more than 35 per cent. 
In addition, there were 604,663 
persons taking instructions in the 
Catholic faith. 

With the exception of such tra- 
ditionally Catholic centers as 
France 


numbered only 70,000 members in 4 


that country in 1900, but boasts 
2,500,000 today. Protestants in all 
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and Italy, and eliminating Latin 
America, the Congo is one of the 
most Catholic countries in the 
world. Fr. John A. Bell of the 
White Fathers said recently, how- 
ever, that “Congolese lay Catholic 
leaders are no match for the Euro- 
pean Communists who are stirring 
up trouble there.’’ 

Catholicism has_ scored its 
greatest gains in Central Africa, 
chiefly in such nations as the 
Congo, Angola, Gabon, the Congo 
Republic and Uganda, where French 
and Belgian priests and sisters 
have worked for centuries. 

Protestant and evangelical forces 
also have been most active par- 
ticularly in this century. Compared 
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to the 821,000 Protestants ip 
Central Africa in 1900, there are 
slightly more than 9,000,000 
today. 

It is a different story for both in 
North Africa, where out of a popula. 
tion of 58,400,000 more than 50. 
000,000 adhere to the faith of 
Islam. 

Catholics there number unde 
3,000,000 and Protestants some. 
thing over 100,000. There also 
are approximately 2,000,000 Coptic 
Christians. 


Asia and Africa 

The disturbing fact, however, is 
that there are well over 100,000, 
000 Africans who still worship 
sticks or stones, animals or trees 
or nothing at all. 

Compared to Asia, however, 
Africa appears to be a Christian 
nation. Of the 1,575,000,000 o 
more persons living in all of Asia, 
only 4 per cent are Christians. 

The remaining 96 per cent, or 
1,525,000,000, are divided between 
Hindus, 370 million; Islam, 345 
million; Buddhism, 409 million; 
Taoism, 50 million; Confucianism, 
300 million; Shintoism, 35 million, 
and Judaism, 1,795,000. Catholics 
number 35 million and Protestants, 
25 million. 

A disturbing factor for mission- 
aries is the promise that Asia’s 
population will double by the year 
2000 and Christian conversions 
are by no means keeping pace 
with the population growth. There 
also is no foreseeable re-entry 
into Communist China. 
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Europe, with its roughly 465 
million Christians, is still os- 
tensibly an overwhelmingly Chris- 
tian continent, but there are cracks 
in the wall. To begin with, more 
than 100 million of the Eastern 
Orthodox faithful are behind the 
Jron Curtain and the state of their 
faith is in doubt. 

Poland Resists 


There also are 119,000,000 
Europeans who belong either to 
obscure cults and sects or have no 
religion at all. 

Poland’s millions of Catholics, 
however, under the intrepid Stefan 
Cardinal Wyszynski have until now 
been able to withstand Communist 
suppression. 

Recent angry exchanges between 
Cardinal Wyszynski and Communist 
Premier Wladyslaw Gomulka may 
mean mounting tensions and suf- 
fering for those who would main- 
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of the Christian back to North 
America where reside nations 
founded under the cross and the 
creed of Christianity, but where 
Christian thinkers fear religion has 
become misidentified with a way 
of life. 
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In the concluding paragraphs of 
his 1961 pastoral letter for Lent, 
Richard Cardinal Cushing, Arch- 
bishop of Boston, said: 

“Christ’s members are on the 
defensive in most places, on the 
decline in some, on the upgrade in 
only a few. 
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‘Christianity, once the center of 
gravity of our civilization, is today 
a peripheral activity. 


**At work, in leisure, in political, 
social, sexual, educational, pro- 
fessional and family interests, the 
mass of the modern community is 
almost without trace of Christian 
values,’’ the Cardinal said. 


‘*The Church has great institu- 
tions and good organizations, but 
these represent partly an inherit- 
ance from the past and partly the 
energies of a minority within a 
minority. ’’ 


The Boston prelate concludes, 
however, that hope lies in the re- 
newal of the ‘“‘apostolic spirit.’ 9 
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OUR LADY 


AND THE 
VANDALS 


By REV. PAUL POGGI, PIME 


The people were in tears . . . 
someone had cut the nose off 
Our Lady’s statue. 


nly the putt-putt of my motor- 

bike interrupted the quiet of 
early evening as I rode into the 
little East Pakistan village of 
Bonpara. Tomorrow moming I plan- 
ned to offer Sunday Mass for the 
community and I expected to find 
a line of people waiting outside 
the chapel for confession. 

As I neared the chapel however, 
I noticed the people seemed to be 
huddled in small groups. As soon 
as they saw.me, they raced over 
and all of them began talking at 
once. Some seemed angry, some 
were actually in tears and others 
were excitedly trying to explain 
the reason for the confusion. 

I finally calmed everyone down 
and picked a spokesman to tell me 
what had happened. It seems that 
the night before some Moslems in 
the area had broken into the chapel 
which is dedicated to Our Lady of 
Confidence. Some holy pictures 
had been stolen off the walls and 
Our Lady’s statue had been dis- 
figured. With a knife or sharp in- 
strument, the nose had been hacked 
off and her forehead scarred. 


Our Lady of Confidence 


A large sign was put in front of 
the statue which read: “Worship 
pers of statues, you must become 
Moslems freely or we will make 
you Moslems forcibly!’’ 

The people took me into the 
chapel to examine the vandalism. 
Since the poor church is only made 
of mud walls and a thatched mof, 
it was easy enough for anyone to 
break in. My Catholics were very 
upset and after sending someone 
for the police I did my best to 
assure them that everything would 
be all right. 

The local police tried to help 
us and appease our anger for, 
while they themselves are Moslems, 
they respect and protect the beliefs 
of the minority religious groups 
in the area. They made a careful 
search but could find no clues 
which might identify the culprits 

The next day, the excitement 
had died down and I accomplished 
one of my first artistic triumphs. 
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With loving patience [ repaired 
Our Lady’s nose and marred fore- 
head so that it looked almost as 
good as new. 

That aftemoon I left Bonpara and 
continued my mission rounds, sel- 
dom thinking about the incident. 
But last month, when I returned to 
the village, one of my catechists 
came rushing up and said, “‘ Father, 
the director of the Moslem school 
lost his temper and was fired. He 
came to our village with a large 
bundle of girls’ dresses. He went 
to the chapel and with his own 
key unlocked the door! He knelt 
before Our Lady’s statue and mut- 
tered some words we couldn’t 
understand. He just knelt there and 
refused to move. Finally, I had to 
have him taken away by force.’’ 


Restitution 

Then we realized what had hap- 
pened. The director had organized 
a raid on the chapel to show his 
Moslem zeal. Now he was sorry 
for his act and was trying to make 
restitution. The whole community 
was tremendously impressed by 
this unusual event and, finally, we 
decided to forgive the man since he 
was obviously sorry for his mis- 
deeds. 

He has even helped us prepare 
the plans for a new chapel to Our 
Lady of Confidence. The people 
are anxious to build a regular 
brick chapel which will be sturdy 
enough to withstand the weather 
(and vandals) and large enough to 
hold all of our Catholics. Un- 
fortunately, the chapel will cost 
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Known as ‘Mr. Fix-it’’ to his fellow 
missioners, Fr. Poggi had no difficulty 
in restoring the scarred statue of Our 
Lady. 

In the above picture, he uses his 
talents to repair the only jeep owned 
by the East Pakistan mission. 


about $2000. ..which we don’t 
have. We are now praying that the 
generosity of our readers will help 
us to make our dreams for a new 
chapel a reality. 9@ 


x* «ek 


Readers who would like to help 
Fr. Poggi build his chapel should 
mail contributions to: 

Fr. Robert, PIME 
121 E. Boston Blvd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 





The Foster 


Parents Mission 


Club Adopts TWO MOk 


By GERRE JAROCH 


While their original goal of getting 
300 Burmese orphans ‘adopted’ 
has not been reached, the Club 
could no longer ignore the appeals 
from India and East Pakistan. 


Ov day I asked a little four- 
year-old girl if she remem- 
bered her mother,’’ said Most Rev. 
Joseph Obert, PIME. ‘‘The child’s 
eyes became dark with fear as she 
answered, ‘I remember crying be- 
cause I was hungry but instead of 
giving me food, she told me to stop 
crying or she would feed me to the 
tigers.’ 

“This is not a pleasant memory 
of one’s mother but no less tragic 
is the child who remembers his 
mother’s last kiss as she lay dy- 
ing, I’m afraid that most of the 160 
children in our orphanage have 
tragic stories,’’ sighed the Bishop 
of Dinajpur, East Pakistan. 


“But, in our mission, we con- 
sider the caring for these unfortu- 
nates our most important work. We 
want to save their lives and their 
souls and give them a second 
family. No matter how crowded we 
are, we always manage to squeeze 


10 


in one more child. But the need for 

food, clothing and shelter becomes 

more desperate with each addition.” 
ke KK 


On the other side of the world 
from East Pakistan, 12 Detmit 
area women silently raised a hand 
to signify general agreement. By 
their vote, Bishop Obert’s orphan- 
age and one in Khammameth, India, 
were taken under the patronage of 
the Foster Parents Mission Club. 

This was the biggest step taken 
by the Club since it started three 
years ago to ‘‘do something’’ about 
300 children in an orphanage in 
Kengtung, Burma, which was 80 
poor that it often couldn’t ade- 
quately feed the youngsters. Theit 
shelter was nothing more than 4 
large hall with a dirt floor and they 
had only the clothes they wore. 

Solution 

Finding ‘‘Foster Parents’’ who 

would send $5.00 a month to sup 
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port a child was the Committee’s 
solution to the problem and they 
set about publicizing the work. By 
last month they had 222 orphans 


“adopted’’ by loyal ‘‘parents’’ who 
generously support anywhere from 
one to 20 children. 

The head of the orphanage, the 


Most Rev. F. Guercilena, PIME. 
often called ‘‘The Bishop of the 
Jungles’’) writes, “‘Since Foster 
Parents started sending aid we 
have been able to give the children 
three meals a day instead of two 
and to give them better clothing. 
We also gave each one a nice, 
wam blanket and have constmcted 
anew building to house some of 
the children. Our needs are still 
great but, thanks to the generous 
Parents, conditions have improved 
ey. Other Orphanages 

While the Committee has been 
pleased with the success of the 
Club, the members have been wor- 
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ried about all the other orphan- 
ages, like Bishop Obert’s, that 
also need help desperately. Final- 
ly, when they had 200 ormhans 
adopted, they decided to add two 
more of the poorest orphanages to 
the one they now help in Burma. 
They hope, somehow, to eventually 
reach the 300 goal for the Keng- 
tung orphanage but, in the mean- 
time, they’ll be able to give some 
aid to the other two. 


In East Pakistan, where the 
children at least have a roof over 
their heads, they are crammed into 
the third floor of the mission 
hospital. Some of the 160 young- 
sters are not technically orphans 
but have been abandoned by par- 
ents who were unable to care for 
them any longer or who divorced 
and didn’t want them. Others were 
with their parents when they died 

. some from starvation, others 
from various diseases. 





ANGELINA: At the honage she is 
called **Our little ball" because she 
has become so chubby. Bishop Obert 
says, ‘“‘We never saw a girl so kind 
and obliging with her companions. If 
you give her a biscuit, everyone must 
have a piece.’’ When she was brought 
to the orphanage after her parents died, 
her body was entirely covered with 
sores. She is now healthy and happy. 


VIRGINIA: When a Christian 
saw Virginia’s mother running 
from her, she brought the girl to 
orphanage. The child moved dully 
her face was always sad. Now, a 
leter, she sometimes smiles 
Sister gives her some candy but, i 
twinkling, the deep sadness rety 
In time, tenderness may cause 


forget the cruel treatment she 
from her mother. 
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MEDEPALLY: This poor | 
has been lame since birth 

one wanted him. He was 

PIME orphanage where he ies 
and is very happy. He is nine 
old now. aa 


PALLY: This 10 oe *, 
fair complexion, 

bright, intelligent or Hes 
doned by his parents and the Fé 
rescued him. He is mischeived 
a hard worker. a 





ANNA: ‘“*My husband ran off with 
another woman and left me with this 
baby,”’ a pagan woman told the Sister 
when she came to the orphanage. She 
was invited to stay with the child but 
a couple days later it was discovered 
she only wanted to leave the little 
girl someplace for she ran away and 
never came back to see her daughter. 
Everyone loves Anna who is called 


“‘quicksilver’’ because she is so 
lively. 


PAOLINA: Two months after her 
father ran off with another woman, a 
Christian woman passed Paolina’s 
house and heard her and her two 
sisters crying. She learned the mother 
left the night before with some man 
and the children had not eaten all 
day. She took the girls to the mission 
where they were and brought to the 
orphanage. Paolina, now nine, is 
affectionate and likes to go te school. 





A typical class at the Indian 
orphanage. The children bring 
their own seats and share books. 


As Bishop Obert writes, “‘The 
children are usually happy with us 
and, most important, we are able 
to save many souls. We send them 
to school and when they are old 
enough to marry we try to settle 
them in some good family or find 
them some employment. ’’ 

The Second Orphanage 

Hopscotching to the little vil- 
lage of Khammameth, India, we find 
the second orphanage ‘“adopted’’ 
by Foster Parents. Here Fr. 
Albino Bortolato, PIME, and his 
staff, are attempting the herculean 
task of raising, feeding, clothing 
and educating 138 outcast boys 
... pariahs, members of India’s 
lowest caste. 

Father is full of optimism, how- 
ever, and feels their efforts have 
already been immensely rewarded. 
He has watched many of the boys, 
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who once lived like animals, grow 
up to become catechists, enter the 
seminary or obtain government 
jobs. 

When the omhanage was founded 
in 1942, it was a small cottag 
with mud walls and a grass roof 
Plans to start an industrial schoo] 
fell through because too many 
pariahs came to ask for help. hn. 
stead, a primary and middle school 
were opened and is now attended 
by the boys, most of them orphans, 
who range in age from 6 to 17. 

As Father aptly puts it: “The 
educational program is entrusted 
to some dedicated Indian sisters; 
the financial burden falls upon ow 
mission. It is a tremendous strain 
and the Foster Parents plan for 
help is a heaven sent blessing 
May God reward you all. 

‘Naturally all the boys wanted 
to have their pictures taken and be 
among the first ‘adopted’ by the 
good benefactors. But I finally 
selected 12 and told the rest to be 
patient until others offered to 
help them. From the happiness 
shown by the boys selected, we 
may guess the joy also felt in 
Heaven by their guardian angels.” 


A Helping Hand 

These two orphanages and the 
children and clergy struggling 
there may seem remote to you 
And yet, you can easily stretch a 
helping hand across the ocean by 
becoming a Foster Parent yourself 
When you spiritually ‘‘adopt” a 
child for $5.00 a month you receive 
a picture of the boy or girl, a 
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“adoption certificate’? and a bi- 
monthly newsletter informing you 
of the progress...and disap- 
pointments...of the Club and 
the orphanages. Many of the par- 
ents enjoy writing to their child 
and the children, although they 
can’t read English, are delighted 
to get a real letter from abroad 
and listen avidly as a sister or 
priest translates it for them. 

The children remember their 
parents in their prayers each day 
and many parents have written to 
the Committee that their families 
have been especially blessed 
since they took an interest in “‘one 
of the least of Christ’s brethren.’’ 

Since the Club started, the Com- 
mittee has been determined to send 
the entire $5.00 to the orphans 
even though they often have 
trouble paying for the Club’s 
mailing and printing expenses. 
So far, with the aid of a $1.00 
annual membership fee from the 
parents, and an occasional fund- 
rising affair, they have always 
managed to pay their bills... 
eventually. 


Satisfying Work 

While the Committee members 
wotk long hours to keep up with 
correspondence and record keeping, 
they find it satisfying work and 
are encouraged by heart-warming 
letters from the mission. When 
Fr. Bortolato writes, ‘“‘I have no 
words to thank you for the work 
you are undertaking’’ they find it 
easy to work hard. 

And when Bishop Obert writes, 


JUNE, 1961 


[] annually 


(J quarterly 


‘We entreat Jesus and the Blessed 
Mother to shed their choicest 
blessings upon you and all the 
benefactors of our children,’’ they 
receive strength to beg others to 
become a second family for some 
of these youngsters. 

The Committee is very disap- 
pointed on the months when they 
receive only one or two adoptions 
. . . perhaps you can adopt a child 
so they won’t be disappointed this 


FOSTER PARENTS MISSION CLUB 
c/o PIME Missionaries of SS. Peter & Paul 
121 E. Boston Blvd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 


| would like to adopt boy(s); 

girl(s). | promise to send $5.00 
amonth for each child and $1.00 a year 
for mailing expenses. | understand | 
may discontinue at any time | feel 
financially unable. | would like an 
orphan(s) from India (boys only) 

East Pakistan; Burma; 
___—. wherever the Committee selects. 


e J Please send more information. 
CJ 


| cannot be a regular donor but 
am enclosing a contribution for 
the orphanage. 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


ADDRESS 


ciTy ZONE 


STATE 


| prefer to send my donation: 


C] semi-annually 


o 7 monthly 





ONE 
SHOE 
FOR 
ZENI 


By FR. C. VISMARA 
as told to 
ROBERT HIGGINS 


For over 30 years | 
remembered the words 
of his last ietter. 


N o use keeping the letter any. 
more. After all, if God sees jt 
in His kindness to call me soon, 
there’s now someone else who 
knows about dear friend Zenj 
You see, Father Zeni and I went 
out to Burma together as young 
missionaries. His mission station 
was the one closest to mine deep 
in the Kengtung area. I thought my 
little outpost was remote, but 
Father Zeni was 650 miles beyond 
me. 

I never saw Father Zeni afte 
we went into Kengtung but I did 
receive two letters from him. I 
was the second one I had bees 
keeping all these years and finally 
tore up today. In that last letter, 
some thirty odd years ago, he 
closed with the words, ‘“‘But you 
won’t forget me will you?” 4 
month after he sent the letter, he 
was dead. Zeni was young, strong 
and no one, especially himself, 
thought death was so near for him 

‘But you won’t forget me will 
you?’’ 

Why did he write those words? 
Probably, it was in a moment of 
lonliness. Who among the few of us 
in Kengtung isn’t lonely occasion 
ally? Of the few of us who stormed 
into Kengtung for the battle of 
souls, five had a short tour of 
duty. One was dead at twenty- 
seven, another at twenty-nine, 
two at thirty-three and Zeni. 

Malaria 
Like the others, Father Zeni 


died of malaria. Same old stom. 
We all get it and living alone, wilh 
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so much to do, we take care of it 
padly. Soon it tums into Black 
Fever and this is always fatal to 
us. With Black Fever, the body 
tums completely black. I’m sure 
that in death he didn’t look much 
like the bright eyed, young Italian 
lad that he was when first he came 
to Burma. And it’s said the just 
shall shine like the sun. 

In the years of my lonely labors, 
Father Zeni’s words, “But you 
won’t forget me will you?’’ have 
become imbedded in my heart. In 
his remoteness, far from brothers, 
sisters, friends and even the mem- 
bers of his own Order, that ‘‘But 
you’ seemed to mean, “you at 
least’’. No one has any idea of 
exactly where he is buried, but 
because I knew him and my station 
was closest to his, I have made it 
my job to not forget Father Zeni. 


Down through the years, I have 
used my shoes to help me remem- 
ber. Each morning as I put them on 
...a@ thought and a prayer for 
Father Zeni. Each evening when I 
take them off... another thought 
and a prayer. 

Why? 


But why did I keep his letter so 
long? Why did I finally tear it up 
today? I think the reason I kept it 
was so that I would pass it on, for 
who would remember young Zeni 
after I moved along? But that is on 
my mind no longer for today, I 
passed the story along to a young 
man who I am sure will think to say 
@ occasional prayer for Father 
Zeni. 
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The young man | told is the one 
who is going in to take over the 
work of my mission station. It will 
be only temporary, of course. You 
see, I’m in the comparative luxury 
of our hospital again far from the 
interior. It’s a combination of 
malaria and old age. The malaria 
I’ve stumbled along with for years 
but the old age has caught up to me 
only recently. They asked me if 
I’d mind if one of the new young 
men took over my Kengtung sta- 
tion... just until I was back on 
my feet. I agreed, met the young 
priest and told him to remember 
Zeni as well as look after my 
flock. 

For dear young Zeni, there was 
no replacement those many years 
ago. His battle was brief. “‘Up to 
now,’’ he wrote in that last letter, 
“I have twenty-one catechumen 
families. However, three of them 
are 140 miles away. It’s a start.” 
But, the Will of God called young 
Father Zeni and he had to abandon 
the battle and his little platoon of 
twenty-one families. Requiescat 
in Pace, Zeni! Rest in peace - - - 
the wish of etemity, definite only 
in heaven! 


A Hidden Treasure 


Now, a young, new missionary 
will remember you even after I am 
gone. He will know that somewhere 
in the pagan land 650 miles beyond 
his station the rich black earth of 
Burma hides a treasure which it 
does not recognize. 

But what about this new young 
man I’ve asked to remember you? 
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What will he think of the frequent 
young deaths among the Kengtung 
ranks he joins? Fear? Rebellious- 
ness? Escape? 

“If there is danger and you are 
afraid, close your eyes, keep still 
and fall asleep in your mother’s 
arms; I will carry you.’’ So speaks 
the Mother to her child. 

But in a land that’s all pagan, 
who marks the young missionary’s 
grave? Who brings a flower? Who 
holds the eager jungle growth back 
from it? 


PIME NEWS 


s ben. Jaut bows. senvannee 


Parintins, Brazil, on May 14. His 


tropical diocese is in Amazonas 
State. 

On the other side of the world, 
Most Rev. John Gobbato, PIME, 
has been appointed Bishop of 
Taunggyi, Burma, in the Southern 
Shan States. He will be formally 
consecrated at a later date. This 


What matter really? The y 
missionary’s life is to build Faith, 
not monuments. The flowers that 
bloom above his grave area beauty 
that no human eye can see anyway, 
But his successors and felloy 
missionaries are like orchids whose 
nourishment comes from the strength 
they get from other roots. 


A missionary who dies young is 
good and dead. There can ‘be no 
purer, no more complete death. 

You Would Laugh 

Ah, Father Zeni, you would 
laugh at how they wait upon m 
and try to anticipate my every whim 
here at the hospital. You wouldn't 
know me for the fine young fellow 
I was when last we saw each 
other. My old bellows has a hari 
time pulling in a good deep breath. 
These legs seem too long, to 
heavy. How strange to look at my 
hands and see them slowly tuming 
black. Oh how I wish I could msh 
back to my little mission deep in 
Kengtung. I too would like to fall 
the way you fell. 

*'But you will not forget me will 
you?’ 

‘God be with you my beloved 
Zeni.’’ I did not forget you. 

"But you will not forget me will 
you?’ 

**God be with you my young be 
loved replacement.’’ Kengtung 
missionaries live alone and th 
ranks are thin. 

Now, to bed. From here oni 
Zeni, you must get along on one 
shoe... the other is for a young 
replacement. 9 
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hen he evaluated the 1960 

census for the four Pacific 
islands which make up Japan, Fr. 
Pfister, S.J., discovered two out- 
standing factors: 1. A decrease in 
both the birth and death rates; 2. 
A large population shift toward the 
big cities. 

Although the national economy 
and living standards have never 
been higher, many economic reper- 
cussions have resulted from the 
new trends. There is insufficient 
farm help as young men stream to 
the cities and there are problems 
in the overcrowded urban areas: 
housing, transportation, unemploy- 
ment, education, food and water. 


The economy is largely depen- 


dent on export conditions... 
always a dangerous situation... 
and salaries are still low by our 
standards. The average household 
lives on about $80 a month. 

Unemployment and overcrowding 
leads to immorality which further 
complicates the problems of the 
Church in this country where only 
seven out of every thousand people 
are Christian. Converts are al- 
teady rare. For instance, the 18 
PIME priests in Japan baptized 
only 150 people last year... and 
half of these were infants. 

The moving population makes it 
impossible for the few priests to 
establish sufficient churches in 
the vast areas they must care for. 
In the PIME missions, for example, 
there are 2,000,000 people in 
7000 square miles... and only 
2000 Catholics. 
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In addition to obtaining more 
clergy, it is also important that 
standard terms and catechisms be 
developed. Because of the peculi- 
arities of the language, these are 
often different in the cities than in 
the rural areas. This discourages 
many catechumens and causes them 
to stop taking instructions. 

Fr. Pfister feels the clergy must 
meet the needs of the people more 
fully. He also feels that it is vital 
for the various Christian denomina- 
tions to become as unified as pos- 
sible since this, and its “‘foreign’’ 
flavor, have much to do with the 
Japanese avoiding Christianity. He 
is hopeful that the coming Ecu- 
menical Council will solve many of 
these problems. 94 
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A Modern 
Martyr 


By J. E. PETRAK 


On Easter Monday, the zealous 
Father Stephen Vong was 
murdered by his enemies. 


pP erhaps he knew he was going 
to die. There is much to in- 
dicate it. This is the civilized 
20th century and it seems incon- 
ceivable that such a thing could 
happen... that a priest could be 
ambushed and murdered; martyred 
because he too zealous a 
convert maker. 

And yet, on April 10th, in the 
diocese of Kengtung, high in the 
Burma mountains, Fr. Stephen 
Vong, 47 years old, was shot to 
death by his enemies. The only 
native priest in the area, it was a 
tragic loss to the Church. 

Father’s story starts many years 
ago when he was a young orphan 
boy. In a country where the govern- 
ment has no orphanages, life can 
be pretty grim when no one wants 
you. But someone did want Stephen 
Vong... the PIME Missionaries 
of SS. Peter and Paul. They had a 
small orphanage but they cheer- 
fully added little Stephen to the 
crowded home. He was fed and 
clothed and, for the first time in 
his life, he went to school. The 


was 
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Was it a co-incidence that the 
first native priest in Kengtung 
was named after the first martyr? 


missionaries taught him how to 
read and write and they also taught 
him about God and how much He 
loved us. 


A Convert 

Stephen became a convert and 
not long after his baptism began to 
dream of being a priest. The fathers 
encouraged him but told him he 
must wait. He waited and, finally, 
they were convinced that he really 
might have a vocation. He was 
sent away to the seminary @ 
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Rangoon where he studied hard and 
prayed hard. He grew close to Our 
[ord in those long years of study 
andhe was ecstatically happy when 
he was finally ordained a priest 
in 1947. 

It was a very happy day for the 
Kengtung diocese also, for Father 
Stephen was the first native Bur- 
mese from the area to be ordained 
a priest. 

Those who met the young priest 
were struck by his extraordinary 


geal and great ability. He was 


completely dedicated to his work 
and had no other ambition than to 
serve God by winning converts to 
the Faith. 

Because of his great love for the 
people and innumerable personal 
Sacrifices he made for them, many 


were attracted to this virtuous 
manand wanted to know more about 
Mis religion. He had, of course, 
many enemies just as his Master 
did. 
He Was Resented 

He converted so many people 
that he aroused the jealousy of 
the leaders of other religious sects 
and denominations who resented 
losing members of their congrega- 
tion to Christianity. 


Times are bad in that section of 
Burma which is only 12 miles from 
the border of Red China. Com- 
munists, former Chinese National- 
ist soldiers and miscellaneous 
bandits have formed into small 
gfoups, roaming through the jungle, 
pillaging, stealing and murdering. 
There are also frequent uprisings 
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from members of the Shan tribes 
who are rebelling against the cen- 
tral goverment in order to obtain 
their independence. 

In this state of lawlessness and 
insubordination, the whole region 
is in a state of guerilla warfare. 
People travel with heavy arms and 
murders are a daily occurrence. It 
is one of those times when private 
revenge can be easily accom- 
plished and the crime goes un- 
punished. 

Last year Father Stephen lost a 
brother and a nephew to the mur- 
dering insurgents and his own 
life had been threatened repeat- 
edly. The bishop was aware of the 
Situation and, fearing to lose such 
an excellent oriest, ordered him to 
go to Rangoon until his enemies 
had cooled down. 


Sorrowful Exile 


Father went but his exile was 
unhappy as he was constantly wor- 
ried by the thought of his Chris- 
tians being harassed and perse- 
cuted with no Shepherd to guide 
them. Shortly before Holy Week he 
decided he could remain away no 
longer and he took a plane to 
Kengtung. . . and to his death. 

On Easter Sunday he celebrated 
Mass in the little village of Tong- 
ua where he had many converts. 
The day before, he told some of 
the people, “If you hear that I 
have been killed, do not grieve 
over me but remain steadfast in 
your faith.’’ 

On Easter Monday he made pre- 
parations to go to the nearby vil- 
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lage of Meung Chong, only tw 
hours walking distance away. Did 
he have a feeling that his death 
was imminent? Everything seems to 
point in that direction. But Father 
Stephen was not a man to let fea 
for his personal safety deter him 
from his duties. As he had done 
many times before when there was 
danger, he said in his peculiar 
English, ‘‘My duty; I go.’’ Then, 
reciting the rosary as if he wer 
in a_ religious procession, he 
started on his way. 


His Last Mass 


That morning, he had celebrated 
his last Mass with extraordinay 
fervour. The people said that when 
he raised the Host at the Elevation, 
he remained in contemplation such 
a long while that it seemed as if 
he would never lower it. Just be 
fore leaving the village, he told 
some children, ‘‘You will see m 
no more.’’ 


Father left in the company of 
four men who were also traveling 
to the next village. After crossing 
a valley about one-half a mile 
from Tong-ua, he said to his com 
panions, “Now, let us begin to 
pray.’’ 

They had just started the second 
decade of the rosary when a shot 
was fired from behind a bush about 
30 feet away. No one was hut 
and none of the unarmed men m 
but Father Stephen shouted, “This 
is my hour, let us kneel and pray.” 

They all knelt and started t 
pray when a second shot rang at 
The priest cried out, ‘I’m wount 
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ed!Everyone run. Seek cover.’’ The 
nen started away and, when they 
looked back, Fr. Stephen was there 
alone, kneeling, but falling for- 
wad on his hands. A third shot 
was fired and the men ran to get 
help. 
A Pool of Blood 

It was nearly half an hour be- 
fore they were able to retum with 
help and arms. They found Father 
Stephen lying in a pool of blood, 
his head nearly decapitated. 
Whether the murderers were not 
able to finish the job or they were 
frightened away by the retuming 
men, is still not known. A bullet 
ofthe type used to shoot elephants 
had gone completely through the 
priest. 

Father Stephen died 
exercise of his priestly duties 
and, like Our Lord, his last 
thoughts were for the safety of his 
companions. The diocese of Keng- 
tung has lost its first native priest 
but has gained a martyr in heaven. 
With such a beginning, the diocese 
can now look forward to a new era 
of expansion because, as always, 
the blood of martyrs is the seed 
for many converts. 

The PIME priests who knew Fr. 
Stephen the best had the deepest 
admiration for him and are con- 
vinced that he may one day be 


elevated to sainthood. 
Fr. Caesar Colombo of the Keng- 


tung Leper Colony, concludes his 
letter about Fr. Vong by saying, 
“We feel sure that one day we will 
havea church dedicated to Blessed 
Stephen Vong here in Kengtung. ’’9@ 


in the 
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YOU can have 


Many of our seminarians need fi- 
nancial help to finish their studies. 
Can you “adopt” one? It costs $350 a 
year for four years of theology before a 
young man is ordained. 

You will receive a picture of your 
seminarian and may correspond with him. 
Naturally, a pledge is not binding should 
you have financial difficulties. 

Many spiritual benefits will be yours 
for giving this great gift to God — not to 
mention the tremendous personal satis- 
faction of knowing that you have a “’ 
that is a priest. 

If you can’t adopt a seminarian, 
perhaps you can contribute toward his 


son” 


PIME Missionaries; 121 E. Boston Blvd.; 
Detroit 2, Mich. 


Dear Father, | am enclosing $ to 
“adopt” a seminarian. 


DO Please send more information. 


1) § cannot adopt a seminarian but 
would like to contribute $___ to- 
ward the support of one. 


Name 
please print 
Address 


City Zone ____ State __ 
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‘ SERVICE WITH LOVE 


By FATHER ROBERT, PIME 


ne day in China, while visiting the late Bishop Francis X. For 
Maryknoll, we discussed the difficulties we were having in conve 
the Chinese people. ‘ 

‘‘Father, what we need is a slogan,’’ Bishop Ford said. ‘‘We ne 
slogan which will express the essence of our religion. Look at the 
cess Chesterfield cigarettes have with the slogan, ‘They satis 

Having been in China for many years I didn’t know much about poy 
cigarette ads but I agreed that a slogan might be very useful. 

When I mentioned that I felt the essence of our religion is love, ¢ 
Bishop said, ‘“‘Yes, but remember that religion also means seryj 
Say... That’s it! Service with Love. That should be our sla 

The Sino-Japanese War, and later World War II, upset our plans” 
spreading the slogan. But it always remained in my mind as an exc 
expression for summarizing the essential doctrine of our Faith. 

Remember Christ said, ‘I came to serve, not to be served,’’ and “Ej 
is the fulfillment of the law.’’ 5 

It might seem unnecessary to insist on the importance of a slogan 
this and, yet, the element of service is so often overlooked in our reli 
This is why there are so few vocations, why our missions do not rece 
the money or personnel they so vitally need. It is also the reason 
many of our Catholics do not have the apostolic zeal which is an inhe 
part of our religion. 

Our Lord forever remains the ideal personification of our motto, 
vice With Love.’’ Since June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart, we! 
you will try to apply the slogan. Try it out on the people you work 
live with... you are bound to notice the wonderful difference it will 
in your relationships with them. 

Apply it, also, towards the missions. You will find you can do m 
them than you have been doing. You will also find truth in the 
that, ‘‘True happiness consists in giving rather than in receivi 
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